
Rationale:
An introductory explanation of
what is being taught and why.

Preparation:
A list of materials teachers 
and students will need to 
complete the lesson, including
the touchstone text(s) used 
in the lesson.

The Writing Fundamentals 
mini-lessons are based on 
models of best practice. Each 
mini-lesson is very targeted, 
one page, and focused on a 
specific skill or strategy.

Teaching:
The language of each lesson 
has been carefully crafted to 
support teachers in presenting 
the lesson in a specific, clear,
and organized manner.

Inform: Teacher tells the students
what is going to be presented and
how it will address their needs.

Present: Teacher demonstrates or
models the skill or strategy.

Engage: Students practice the skill
or strategy.

Reiterate: Teacher restates the 
skill or strategy and why it is
important.

Conference Questions:
Questions designed to 
connect teachers to individual 
student’s work.

Extensions:
Ways to extend teaching as 
well as ideas for home-school
connections and follow-up 
lessons. 

Appendices:
Reproducibles including charts,
homework, graphic organizers,
letters to parents, and more.

Each Unit of Study is 
comprised of 20+ mini-lessons.

The components of 
each mini-lesson are:

Each Writing Fundamentals Unit guides teachers and students through stages of the 
Writing Process with carefully-crafted,   teacher-friendly mini-lessons.
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